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DOMESTIC VIOLENCE
Identify and define the problem in the community. 
Many communities in the United States face cases of domestic violence. Domestic violence is an intentional aggressive behavior towards a spouse or partner at home. It may sometimes involve the abuse of children. According to (Rutherford et al, 2007), domestic violence can be informed of sexual, physical, or psychological abuse with the intent of diminishing the self-esteem of the other person directly involved. Cases of domestic violence especially on women and children have proven to be a problem that needs a solution. In recent years, domestic violence has been identified as an assault within the health setup, and therefore it qualifies to be a criminal activity. Rutherford further defines domestic violence as the intentional use of force and power against another person in a family set up.

Discuss the negative effects upon society and persons involved.
Domestic violence as categorized by Rutherford can either be a physical, sexual, or psychological assault against a close family member. Therefore, it results in physical injury, psychological related problems such as anxiety, depression, and eating and sleep disorders. Besides, in extreme cases, the victim may involve in drug and alcohol usage to deal with the trauma, others may become homeless or even physical disabilities and death. The family also suffers its share of domestic violence where children may be taken away under child protection services and family breakups. The community is sometimes forced to intervene by involving the police and using a lot of money to raise the homeless kids in childcare systems (NSW Government).


Discuss how classifying the act as a criminal will solve the problem.
Criminalization of domestic violence involves making efforts in addressing violence in home and family setups. This can be achieved by passing acts and criminal laws on domestic violence. Criminal laws have shown to work in the reduction of crime rates within society. Offenders become afraid of serving jail terms. Research done by (Danis, 2003) highlights that the use of effective police interventions, protective orders, prosecution, and victim advocacy, and court responses can greatly reduce cases of domestic and family violence. Since most victims of domestic violence are women and children, they fail to report the case to the relevant authorities for action against the crime offenders. The police with the help of the community could take the responsibilities of taking actions against the offenders provided that the law allows them to do so. 

Identify any negatives that may occur by the criminalization of the act. How will society adjust to a new law?
Domestic relationships are private and complicated. Cases of domestic violence therefore present complications for effective legal actions. In all its nature, domestic violence is different from all other forms of crimes and criminal activities. There are emotional relationships and financial dependency between the victim and the offender, and, therefore, if the offender is jailed, the victim loses all the privileges they enjoy from the presence of the offender (Fagan, 1996). For such reasons, the community may prefer the use of legal institutions rather than prosecution, which offer better solutions than the criminalization of the offender.


Conclusion  
Domestic violence is a recurring event since both the victim and the offender are living in the same house and are in constant contact with one another. Given the fact that there is a dependency between the two, it is difficult to prevent and control cases of domestic violence using legal methods. The unemployed women and their children stand to lose a lot when the husband is prosecuted and sentenced for assaulting any of them. 
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